
BOROUGH OF CANONSBURG 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING 

JANUARY 7, 2008 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting began at 7:00 P.M. with Mayor Colaizzo presiding. 

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

IV. ROLL CALL: 

Steve Lucas, Paul Sharkady, Jean Popp, Daniel Caruso, Jr., Richard Russo,  

Joseph Milioto, and George Coleman 

Others Present: 

Borough Manager Terry Hazlett, Engineer Harvey Treschow, Attorney 

Patrick Derrico, and Mayor Anthony Colaizzo 

Absent: 

None 

V. MAYOR CHAIRS MEETING: 

Mayor Colaizzo moves to Council Presidentôs chair to open meeting. 

Ronald Cianelli, George Coleman, Joseph Milioto, and Allan J. Williams 

present Certificates of Election  to Mayor.  

These newly elected members of Council were sworn in by the Mayor and 

then took their seats at the Council table. 

(Applause) 

VI. NOMINATION FOR PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL: 

Mr. Sharkady nominated Daniel Caruso, Jr. for President. 

ROLL CALL ON THE NOMINATION FOR PRESIDENT: 

     Richard Russo     Yes 

     Steve Lucas     Yes 

     Paul Sharkady     Yes 

     Jean Popp      Yes 

     Daniel Caruso, Jr.    Yes 

     Joseph Milioto     Chose Not to Vote 

     Ronald Cianelli    Yes 

     George Coleman    Yes 

     Allan J. Williams    Yes 

RESULTS OF THE ROLL CALL:  Eight Yes, One Abstained.  New Pres-

ident:  Daniel Caruso, Jr. 
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VII. NOMINATION FOR VICE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL: 

Mrs. Popp nominated George Coleman for the Vice Presidency of the Can-

onsburg Borough Council of 2008. 

ROLL CALLL ON THE NOMINATION FOR VICE PRESIDENT: 

     Allan J. Williams    Yes 

     George Coleman    Yes 

     Ronald Cianelli    Yes 

     Joseph Milioto     Yes 

     Daniel Caruso, Jr.    Yes 

     Jean Popp      Yes 

     Paul Sharkady     Yes 

     Steve Lucas     Yes 

     Richard Russo     Yes 

RESULTS OF THE ROLL CALL:  Nine Yes, Zero No.  New Vice Pres-

ident:  George Coleman 

VIII. MAYOR TURNS GAVEL OVER TO NEW PRESIDENT: 

Mayor Colaizzo turned the gavel over to Daniel Caruso, Jr., the new 

President of Council, to chair the remainder of the meeting. 

Council members moved to their assigned seats. 

IX. NOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT PRO-TEM: 

(President Pro-Tem fills in as president in absence of president and vice 

president.) 

Mr. Cianelli nominated Joseph Milito for President Pro-Tem. 

Mr. Milioto declined the nomination. 

Mrs. Popp nominated Paul Sharkady. 

Mr. Sharkady declined the nomination. 

Mr. Williams nominated Richard Russo. 

Mr. Russo accepted the nomination. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the nomination. 

New President Pro-Tem:  Richard Russo. 

X. NOMINATIONS FOR AUDITOR: 

Mr. Caruso stated that nominations are not necessary unless someone wants 

to nominate someone other than the current Auditor:  Cypher & Cypher. 
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There were no other nominations. 

The Auditor remains Cypher & Cypher. 

XI. NOMINATIONS FOR ENGINEER: 

There were no new nominations for Engineer.   

Therefore, the Borough Engineer will remain H M T & Associates, Inc. 

X. NOMINATIONS FOR SOLICITOR: 

There were no new nominations for Solicitor. 

Council decided unanimously to retain Attorney Patrick Derrico as the 

Borough Solicitor. 

XI. MOTION TO SET BONDS: 

Mrs. Popp moved to set the following bonds: 

A. Borough Manager and Assistant Borough Manager Bonds:   

   $50,000 each; 

B. Office Personnel Bond:  $40,000 each 

C. Blanket Employee Bond (covers all employees):  $10,000 

D. Collection Clerk Bond (utility billing):  $125,000 

E. Sewer Authority Bond:  $160,000 

Mr. Coleman seconded the motion. 

ROLL CALL ON THE MOTION: 

     Steve Lucas     Yes 

     Paul Sharkady     Yes 

     Jean Popp      Yes 

     Allan J. Williams    Yes 

     Richard Russo     Yes 

     Joseph Milioto     Yes 

     Ronald Cianelli    Yes 

     George Coleman    Yes 

     Daniel Caruso, Jr.    Yes 

RESULTS OF THE MOTION:  Nine Yes, Zero No.  Motion carried. 

XII. COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: 

Mr. Caruso appointed the following committees: 

A. Code Enforcement 

Ronald Cianelli ï Chairperson 
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  Joseph Milioto ï Co-Chairperson 

B. Finance 

Jean Popp ï Chairperson 

Paul Sharkady ï Co-Chairperson 

C. Parks and Recreation 

Joseph Milioto ï Chairperson 

Ronald Cianelli ï Co-Chairperson 

D. Public Safety 

George Coleman ï Chairperson 

Ronald Cianelli ï Co-Chairperson 

E. Public Works 

Steve Lucas ï Chairperson 

Paul Sharkady ï Co-Chairperson 

F. Redevelopment 

Richard Russo ï Chairperson 

Steve Lucas ï Co-Chairman 

G. Building, Property, and Administration 

Paul Sharkady ï Chairperson 

Jean Popp ï Co-Chairperson 

H. Canonsburg Youth Initiative 

Allan J. Williams ï Chairperson 

Jean Popp ï Co-Chairperson 

I. Concerts in the Park 

Jean Popp ï Chairperson 

Co-Chairman to be selected by Mrs. Popp. 

XIII. SETTING TIMES AND DATES OF MEETINGS: 

Mr. Sharkady moved to retain the times and dates of the meetings, which 

are: 

 First Monday at 7:00 P.M. ï Agenda Meeting 

 Second Monday at 7:00 P.M. ï Legislative/Voting Meeting 

Mr. Williams seconded the motion. 

The motion was passed unanimously. 
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XIV. APPOINTMENTS TO VARIOUS BOARDS: 

A. Zoning Hearing Board ï Three Nominations 

1. John Alterio 

2. Joseph Gowern 

3. Robert Mont Miller 

Mr. Caruso asked if there were any other nominations. 

There were none. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of Mr. Alterio, Mr. 

Gowern, and Mr. Miller for the Zoning Hearing Board. 

B.  UCC Appeals Board ï Two Openings 

 Mr. Caruso stated that one person (Mr. John Alterio) has 

 accepted the appointment. 

 Mr. Caruso asked if there were any other nominations. 

 Mr. Cianelli asked if the other two Zoning Hearing Board 

 members are on the UCC Board. 

 Mr. Hazlett replied that there are two openings (and only 

 one nomination).  The terms of the other two Zoning members 

 are not up at this time. 

 There were no additional nominations. 

 Council voted unanimously in favor of John Alterio to serve 

 on the UCC Board. 

 One opening remains for the UCC Appeals Board. 

C.  Vacancy Board ï One Opening 

 Mr. Caruso stated that Dennis DôOrazio has been nominated 

 for this position. 

       Mr. Caruso called for other nominations. 

       There were none, 

       Council voted unanimously in favor of Dennis DôOrazio to 

       serve on the Vacancy Board. 

D. Planning Commission ï One Opening 

Mr. Caruso stated that Theodore Severyn has been nominated. 

      Mr. Caruso asked if there were any other nominations. 

      There were none. 
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  Council voted unanimously in favor of Theodore Severyn 

  for the Planning Commission. 

E. Canonsburg-Houston Joint Authority ï Three Openings 

 Mr. Caruso stated that seven people have expressed an 

 interest in serving on the Authority. 

  Discussion was held pertaining to the manner in which the 

  vote should be taken.  

  Attorney Derricoôs opinion was to do this by ballot.  Each 

  person should circle three of the seven names on the ballot. 

  Further discussion was held. 

  Mr. Russo moved to vote individually by member, with  

  each person voting for three people. 

  Mr. Milioto seconded the motion. 

  ROLL CALL ON THE MOTION: 

     George Coleman     Yes 

     Ronald Cianelli     Yes 

     Joseph Milioto      Yes 

     Richard Russo      Yes     

     Allan J. Williams     Yes 

     Jean Popp       Yes 

     Paul Sharkady      Yes 

     Steve Lucas      Yes 

      Daniel Caruso, Jr.     No 

  RESULTS OF THE MOTION:  Eight Yes, One No.  Motion 

  carried. 

  Mr. Hazlett polled Council.  They voted as follows: 

     STEVE LUCAS --  Michael Alterio 

          Robert Luksis 

          Thomas Stanko 

   PAUL SHARKADY ï Gerry Helmich 

                 Mike Hutton 

              Art Taylor 
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   JEAN POPP ï Michael Alterio 

       Gerry Helmich 

       Robert Luksis 

   ALLAN J. WILLIAMS ï Michael Alterio 

              Robert Luksis 

              Art Taylor 

   RICHARD RUSSO ï Michael Alterio 

             Eric Kline  

             Robert Luksis 

   JOSEPH MILIOTO ï Michael Alterio 

              Thomas Stanko 

         Eric Kline  

   RONALD CIANELLI ï Michael Alterio 

             Eric Kline 

             Robert Luksis 

   GEORGE COLEMAN ï Michael Alterio 

             Robert Luksis 

             Art Taylor 

   DANIEL CARUSO, JR. ï Michael Alterio 

          Robert Luksis 

               Art Taylor 

  Mr. Hazlett tabulated the votes.  The three highest were 

  Michael Alterio (8 votes), Robert Luksis (7 votes) and 

  Art Taylor (4 votes), all of whom will serve on the Board 

  of the Canonsburg-Houston Joint Authority. 

  The ballots were turned in to Mr. Hazlett. 

  Mr. Coleman moved to appoint Gerry Helmich as an alternate 

  to the Canonsburg-Houston Joint Authority. 

  Mrs. Popp seconded the motion. 

  ROLL CALL ON THE MOTION: 

     George Coleman     Yes 

     Ronald Cianelli     Abstain  
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NOTE:  The ROLL CALL was interrupted before it could  

be completed, and a discussion ensued pertaining to the man- 

ner in which the alternate was being selected ï whether it  

should be done this way or whether it should have gone to 

the person with the next highest number of votes. 

   Mr. Coleman rescinded his motion. 

  Mrs. Popp rescinded her second. 

It was decided that an alternate to the board of the Canonsburg-

Houston Joint Authority was not needed at this time. 

XV. PRESENTATION: 

Mrs. Popp read a Proclamation from Pittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahl 

honoring Council Representative A. J. Williams. 

(Applause) 

XVI. CLOSING COMMENTS: 

A. Mr. Caruso acknowledged and thanked departing Council mem- 

bers for their service and dedication to Canonsburg.  He also 

thanked past president, Richard Russo, for his dedication and 

hard work. 

Mr. Caruso welcomed the new Council members. 

B. Mr. Williams acknowledged and gave credit to former Council 

Represeentative, James Romano, and W & J College for their 

teachings. 

Mr. Williams expressed his appreciation to Ms. Wilson and Ms. 

Egbert for contacting Mayor Ravenstahl, who bestowed this 

honor (by Proclamation) upon him. 

(Applause) 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT: 

Mr. Lucas moved to adjourn. 

Mr. Coleman seconded the motion. 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 

 

 

Mary A. Solomon 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

   None 



 

 


